
MALPRACTICE SUITS.
Mr. Editor,

—

Are you aware that the practitioner you so strenuously defended in the
last number of the Journal is an irregular, a homoeopath, recently expelled from the Mas-
sachusetts Medical Society ? Yours truly, Observer.
November 30th.
[We do not see what difference that makes in the legal merits of the case.

—

Ed.]
--<>-

OBITUARY.
Samuel Hart, A. M., M. D.

—

It is with much regret that we are called upon to announce
the death of this venesable physician on September 3, 1878, at the ripe age of eighty-one
years, nine months, and six days, at Brooklyn, Long Island. We learn from the Kings
County Journal that Dr. Hart was born in Wakefield, Mass., November 27, 1795. His
father, John Hart, was a physician of note, who served as surgeon in the American Rev-
olution, in General Prescott's regiment. He was at the battle of Bunker Hill, and continued
in the service till the close of the war. Afterward he held the position of magistrate, and
was a member of the Massachusetts legislature thirteen years.
Samuel Hart, the subject of this minute, was his youngest son, and was liberally edu-

cated in both the literary and medical departments of Harvard University, taking respect-
ively the degrees ofA.B., A. M., and M. D., in the years 1817,1820, and 1821. He practiced
until 1828 in Beverly, Mass., whence he removed to Oswego, N. Y., became a member of
the Oswego County Medical Society in 1829, was afterwards one of its censors, then its re-
cording secretary, and for one year its president.
In 1855 Dr. Hart removed to Brooklyn, where he has devoted himself to medical practice

almost without interruption. He was elected to membership in the Kings County Society in
1858, became a censor in 18—, which office he filled at intervals during eight years, and in
1862 he was elected president.
Dr. Hart was made a Fellow of the Massachusetts Medical Society in 1824, and in 1857

a permanent member of the New York State Medical Society. He was also a member of
the American Medical Association, the Massachusetts Society of the Cincinnati, the Long
Island Historical Society. Dr. Hart was a man of strict moral integrity. With him esprit
du corps was always dominant, and one of the last expressions of bis life was in these words :
"I love the profession to which I have given so many years of thought, and to which I gave
my son John, who died so full of promise." He then pledged to the Medical Society of the
County of Kings nearly all of his medical library, and, in consonance with his desire, a
committee was appointed at the August meeting of this body to receive and properly con-
vey this valuable bequest.
In social life Dr. Hart was in the best sense domestic. He married, in 1823, Miss Char-

lotte Newell, of Boston, who still survives him. One daughter and one son (now a drug-
gist in Boston) are all that remain of five children. Those of our Boston physicians who
remember him as a regular attendant at the annual meeting of the Society of the Cincin-
nati will hear of his death with great regret.

OBITUARY.
Professor Eli Geddings died at Charleston, S. C, on October 12th, at the advanced

age of nearly eighty years. Born at Newberry, his youth was spent in farming ; removing
to Abbeville he received a classical education. He subsequently studied medicine in the
office of Dr. E. S. Davis about the years 1819 and 1820, attending lectures in the Charleston
Medical School. When the Medical College of South Carolina was established, in 1824, he
became a teacher in that institution, and has lectured from that time to the present, except,
ing at short intervals when absent in Baltimore at the medical school of that city. Dr.
Geddings had a wonderful memory, and was an able lecturer and writer. He was founder and
editor of the North American Archives.
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At a recent meeting of the South Carolina Medical Society, held in honor of his memory,
there was a large attendance, and addresses were made by many of the most prominent
physicians of the State. Resolutions of respect were passed, and it was voted to secure a
portrait of the deceased to be placed in the society's rooms.
Dr. Geddings was much respected by the community in which he practiced for so many

years. One of his sons, Dr. W. W. Geddings, is a practicing physician at Aiken, S. C.

ABSTRACT OF THE BULLETIN OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH.

Issued by the Surgeon-General U. S. Marine Hospital Service, under the
National Quarantine Act op 1878, for the Week ended November 23d.
No. XX.

Office Surgeon-General M. H. S., Washington, November 27, 1878.
Yellow Fever in the Mississippi Valley.—Advices to the close of November

22d show the following number of new cases of yellow fever and deaths for the week ended
on that day : There were 20 deaths in New Orleans, two deaths in Vicksburg, and two in the
adjacent country, three at Delta, Miss., eight cases and four deaths at Mobile. The last
case reported in Morgan City, La., occurred November 19th, the last death November 15th.
During the two weeks ended November 22d there were four new cases of yellow fever and
two deaths at Deeatur, Ala., 33 deaths at Memphis, and two deaths at Cairo, 111. The last
case at Cairo occurred October 28th, and the last death November 15th.
It is advised that during the coming winter all of the rooms of every dwelling in the

cities and towns which have suffered from yellow fever should be opened to the outer air for
a sufficient length of time to subject them to a freezing temperature. Carpets, bedding,
clothing, trunks, etc., should be exposed to the open air and to a temperature below the freez-
ing point. Unless this is done, sporadic cases may be anticipated when the warm weather
returns from yellow-fever poison, which is liable to survive the winter in dwellings which are
are kept continuously at an elevated temperature.
Baltimore, Md.

—

For the two weeks ended November 23d the average annual rate of
mortality in 1000 of the population, based on the weekly mortality, was 19.2. The deaths
include six from enteric fever, eight from diphtheria, and six from scarlet fever.
Boston, Mass.

—

The average annual rate of mortality for the two weeeks ended No-
vember 23d was 21.9 per 1000. There were four deaths from enteric fever, 39 cases of
scarlet fever and four deaths, 47 eases of diphtheria and 16 deaths.
Brooklyn, N. Y.

—

During the week ended November 16th there were three cases of
enteric fever and two deaths, 38 cases of scarlet fever and nine deaths, 56 cases of diph-
theria and 19 deaths. The deaths from all causes show an average annual mortality of 20
per 1000 of the population.
Charleston, S. C.

—

During the week ended November 16th there were 29 deaths from
all causes, including one from diphtheria.
Chicago, III.

—

The average annual death-rate was 13.4 for the week ended November
9th. There were 11 deaths from diphtheria, two from scarlet and two from enteric fevers.
Cleveland, Ohio.

—

For the week ended November 23d there were three cases and
three deaths from enteric fever, four cases and one death from scarlet fever, and 31 cases
and nine deaths from diphtheria. There were 44 deaths from all causes.
Cincinnati, Ohio.—During the week ended November 16th there were 101 deaths

from all causes, being at the rate of 18.8 per 1000 of the population. There were 26 deaths
from scarlet fever, and four from diphtheria.
Milwaukee, Wis. —The mortality-rate for the week ended November 16th was 10.5.
Philadelphia, Pa.

—

For the week ended November 16th the average annual rate of
mortality was 16.8 per 1000. The deaths include seven from enteric fever, 15 from scarlet
fever, and nine from diphtheria.
Havana, Cuba.

—

During the week ended November 16th there were 15 deaths from
yellow fever, and six from small-pox. For the week ended November 23d there were 10
deaths from yellow fever, and four from small-pox.
St. Thomas, West Indies. —For the four weeks ended October 31st there were 12

cases of yellow fever and eight deaths.
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